4th Grade-Room 225
September 2011- Welcome Letter Edition
Dates to Remember: 
9.10 Back to School Picnic 11-2

9.14 LSC Meeting 

9.15 Open House 6-7pm
9.23 No School- Staff Development Day 
& Kameli Fundraiser (6:30p.m.)
www.garcia4th.yolasite.com 

nlgarcia2@cps.edu 

 
Dear Families of Room 225,
 
            Welcome to the fourth grade! I am delighted to be the 4th grade gifted teacher for a fourth year. We are going to accomplish many things this year, and I am very excited to have each and every one of you be a part of it. In this letter, you will find numerous guidelines, expectations, and routines that should be noted and accustomed to.  This will answer questions you may have regarding how things will run this school year.
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Behavior Systems
I am implementing three different behavior systems with the class. There are whole group, small group, and individual systems. 
 
Whole Group System

Students will work together to exemplify that they are a group who always follows the South Loop Way. While we will work hard everyday to earn those lions’ paws, the class will also have a chance to earn letters which spell “SOUTH LOOP WAY”. For every 10 lions’ paws students receive, they will earn a letter. Letters are also given for other various situations- such as compliments from other teachers, working hard during centers or other class activities, etc. Once students earn all the letters, the entire class will receive a reward! (
Small Group System – Star Tables
Students are sitting in groups of five or six. Each group is assigned a table number. During our morning routine and transitions between subjects I look for the tables that are most alert and ready to move on to the next activity. I look for table groups that are following directions, staying on task, and not being disruptive. Groups that show me these things will receive a star. At the end of every 1-2 weeks, the table group with the most stars will receive a reward. The use of this system is for the students to practice good teamwork (letting their teammates know if they’re not following directions, if they are talking when they shouldn’t be, etc.)
 
Individual Checklist
Students receive 2 points at the beginning of each day for conduct. For every infraction, ½ a point will be deducted from their conduct grade. After so many infractions, the following consequences will occur:
	Name on board  
	Warning 

	Circled name
	 5 minutes off recess

	1 check
	Students will spend their recess writing a letter to parents explaining their actions. Students must return the letter to school the following day signed by parents

	2 checks
	Immediate call to parents: students will call you personally to let you know why they have received four checks and have disrupted our learning day

	3 checks
	A discipline referral will be written up and brought to the Principal’s Office immediately


 If students do not receive any infractions for the entire week they will receive a raffle ticket. At the end of the day, Friday, I will pull 2 names out of the raffle and those students will receive a reward coupon. 
By having these three systems I hope that the students are able to learn from themselves and from one another. 
 
School Wide Student of the Month Criteria: 
Wear your uniform daily    

Perfect Attendance

All homework completed
On time to class everyday

Prepared for class everyday
Excellent conduct (no checks) 
Grading Policy 

	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	D
	60-69

	F
	59 and Below


                        
Homework Policy
Because homework will generally be activities that are reinforcing skills and concepts that students will already know, points will not be based on individual parts of the activities. Rather, each homework assignment will be worth a total of 5 points. Homework that is turned in completed and on time, will receive 5 points. Homework that is turned in 1 day late or incomplete will receive 4 points. If homework is 2 or more days late and/or is less than half complete, it will receive 1-3 points. Homework that is not turned in at all will receive 0 points. I expect all homework to be turned in by the time I grade it (which will normally be the end of that week). If I do not have an assignment from students by that time, they will receive a zero. Students, it is your responsibility to make sure that your work is turned in to the appropriate bin each day, as well as to make sure that you leave school with all the materials you need to complete it. 
            The only homework assignments that will be graded based on individual parts of the activities will be extended responses, unfinished classwork, and writing assignments. Generally, a math extended response and reading extended response will be given on alternating weeks. 
 
Agendas
Students are expected to write daily and weekly homework in their agendas. This ensures that you have seen what students are expected to complete that evening. If students are missing any work, I will initial and write “late” in their agendas. Feel free to write any notes or comments for me in their agendas as well. If there are responsibility issues and individual students forget homework frequently, I will request that student agendas are checked daily and initialed by parents. This decision will be made on individual circumstances and parents will be notified.
Student agenda books will be given once the $75.00 school fee is paid (checks can be made payable to Friends and Family of South Loop). The school fee also covers instructional materials.

Email
The best way to contact me is through email. I check it daily. To ensure you that I have received your email, you will most likely hear back from me, even if it is just a simple “okay”. I normally do not check my e-mail until after 3pm.
I prefer that students not email me asking what the homework was for that night. I expect all the students to have written their homework down before school ends so there is no reason for them to have to email me (it is okay if it happens every once in a while, but I don’t want it to become a habit). I understand that sometimes the homework is not clear (to both you and the students) therefore, it is okay that they email me with any clarifications issues. 
 
Updates, Important Notices, Classroom Website
I currently have a classroom website that I will do my absolute very best to update daily with announcements, homework, newsletters, etc. I apologize in advance for any delays. The website is a very convenient way for me to relay important updates to you, as well as for you to get the latest news on what’s going on in the classroom and at South Loop School. Having this website will be very beneficial this year. Also, be sure that you are a part of the South Loop School e-mail blast. Here, mass emails can be sent regarding last minute updates and announcements. This form of communication is used by both the administration and me. Classroom website: http://garcia4th.yolasite.com 
Our prep schedule is as follows: Monday- Art; Tuesday-Band/Music; Wednesday-Gym; Thursday- Band/Music; Friday- Library. Please note the new gym uniform policy includes: navy bottoms (athletic shorts, athletic pants or sweat pants); white top or South Loop Spirit wear top (t-shirt style, not collared style); gym shoes. Purchasing South Loop Spirit wear is optional but recommended in order to adhere to the gym uniform outlined above. Students are expected to wear their gym uniform to school. 
I hope that this letter has answered many questions you may have had. If there is anything else that you think I need to address please do not hesitate to let me know. Below is a verification slip letting me know that you have received this letter, as well as a space for you to write any questions you have for me. I will try my best to answer those questions via email or in my next newsletter.  I am looking forward to having a ROARING good year! 
 
Thank you so much for your patience and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Garcia
nlgarcia2@cps.edu
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
As the parent/guardian of _________________________, I have received and read through this welcome letter. If I have any additional questions, I have written them below. Please feel free to contact me via email at the following email address: ________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________ Date ___________________

